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Fic. 69. Professor Martinez (M.) of Mexico City sent 
this picture of the rare Neogomesia agavioides to Dr. 
Leon Croizat in April, 1943. This plant was probably 
one of the original stock of Castafieda who discovered 
the genus and which was named by Marshall in 
“Cactaceae’”’ 1941. 
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Fic.70. HOW and 
HOW NOT to make 
use of art pottery. This 
modest selection of or- 
dinary succulent plants 
and average containers 
is acceptable for the 
most part. The excep- 
tion—and an example 
of HOW NOT to do 
this sort of thing—is 
the cylindropuntia pro- 
truding from the pig- 
gie’s mouth. 
HENRY SHETRONE, 
Ohio. 
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Notes From the Huntington 
Botanical Garden 


By WILLIAM HERTRICH, Curator 


Many interesting South American cacti, culti- 
vated in the Botanical Gardens at San Marino, 
have proved to be rather shy in flower produc- 
tion, regardless of the fact that the various spe- 
cies have been subjected to different exposures 
and soil conditions. In particular does this apply 
to species of the following genera: Oreocereus, 
Binghamia, Stetsonia, Browningia, Espostoa, 
Neraimondia, Corryocactus and a few others in- 
digenous to Ecuador, Peru, Bolivia and Chile. 
Oreocereus celsianus (Lemaire) Riccobono, 
flowered for the first time in 1929 and several 
times since that date, while Corryocactus me- 





Fic. 71. Corryocactus melanotrichus 
(No. 1-174), Aug. 20, 1943 


lanotrichus (Schumann) Br. & R. produced its 
first flower in July of this year, although speci- 
mens have been under cultivation for the past 
fifteen years. Karl Schumann’s original descrip- 
tion in ‘‘Gesamtbeschreibung der kakteen,’’ page 
71, mentions the fact that the flowers of C. 
melanotrichus appear in areoles along the sides 
of the stem, while in the plant described here 
the flowers were produced out of the areoles at 
the terminal. This species, indigenous to central 
Bolivia at elevations between ten and twelve 
thousand feet is somewhat variable as the fol- 
lowing notes will indicate. Two separate im- 
portations, from different sources, are now 
growing in the Huntington Gardens. Small 
plants were obtained in the first shipment while 
the second were raised from seed. The two lots 
differ in the number of spines in the areoles as 
well as in their length and arrangement as a 
whole. The flowers correspond with Karl Schu- 
mann’s original description but he did not men- 
tion that the constricted tube above the ovary 
was more pronounced in this species than in C. 
brevistylus. Although several flowers were pol- 
linated no fruit has been produced as yet. 


COMPARISONS OF THE TWO TYPES OF 
Corryocactus melanotrichus 


A (location number 1-174) 
B (location number 43-227) 


DESCRIPTION OF PLANT 
Young growth; Light, yellowish green, in both A and 
B 


Old growth: Dark green in both A and B. 

Stems: 4 to 6 cm. in diameter in both A and B. 

Ribs: Usually 6, seldom 7; prominent in young growth, 
less so on mature growth; divided by shallow, 
uneven lines in A. 

Ribs: Usually 7, divided by deep grooves in plant B. 
Margins of ribs notched above areoles in both A 
and B. 

Areoles: About 4 mm. in diameter, 2 cm. apart, 
covered with short, dense gray wool in both A 
and B. 

Young spines: Light yellow in A. Yellow at base, 
black above, in B. 

Old spines: Gray in both A and B. 

Radial spines: From 9 to 12, ranging in length from .5 
to 1.5 cm. in A. From 5 to 7, and from 1 to 4 
cm. long in B. 

Central spines: From 3 to 4, varying in length from 
1.5 to 3 cm., spreading in A. One, seldom 2, and 
from 4 to 7 cm. long; if single, spine is set at 
right angles to the areole in B. 
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DESCRIPTION OF FLOWER 

Diurnal, remaining open three days; length over all 
4.5 cm.; when wide open 5 cm. across. 

Shape: Varies from bell to broadly funnel-form. 

Ovary: Dark green; transverse diameter 14 mm. 
Numerous small bracts bearing in the axils, short, 
dense, brown wool and occasionally one or two 
black, flexible spines from 1-2 mm. long. 

Tube: Constricted above ovary; bracts long, appressed, 
bearing in the axils a few black, flexible, curved 
spines from 3-7 mm. long. 

Perianth segments: About 45; outside set, orange- 
brown along margins and terminal; tinged light 
lavender at base and through center; inside set 
deep orange; shape, truncate. 

Stamens: Attached along the entire tube and throat. 

Anthers: Small, cream colored. 

Style: About 8 mm. long, white. 

Stigma lobes: 14, about 1 cm. long, cream-colored. 

No nectar chamber: 


Cephalocereus Species 


Location number 1-275, Rose No. 20,093 


This interesting Cephalocereus was included 
in a collection assembled originally by the late 
J. N. Rose. As no data giving its origin is 
available I am not certain of its habitat, nor 
does any previous description at my disposal fit 
the plant. The species corresponds partly with 
Cephalocereus brasiliensis yet it differs from that 
species in having no hairs in the areoles and the 
young growth is light green, not glaucous. The 
fruit is oblong, not globular, and has the ap- 
pearance of a miniature Cephalocereus euphor- 
bioides fruit. 

If any of the readers of the JOURNAL are 
familiar with this species and can supply any 
information as to its habitat or original descrip- 
tion, I should be happy to hear from them and 
thus avoid renaming a previously described 
species. 

DESCRIPTION OF PLANT 
Habit of growth: Branching densely at base forming 





Fic. 72. Cephalocereus sp. (No. 1-275), Rose No. 2 
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slender ascending branches 3 to 5 meters high 
which remain upright up to 3 meters but begin 
to bend or arch above that height. 

Stems: Mostly 5-angled, 3-5 cm. in diameter; fully 
matured ones often twice as thick. 

Young growth: Light green; mature stems dark green. 

Ribs: 4-6, mostly 5; compressed, thin, 1.5 cm. high. 
Pronounced transverse lines reach from ridge to 
the sharp grooves. Ridges saw-toothed shape. 

Areoles: About 1 cm. apart, 3-4 mm. in diameter, 
covered with dark brown felt. 

Spines: Short, stout, dark brown, gray bulbous base. 
Young spines in terminal growth are mottled 
yellow and red. 

Radial spines: 8, occasionally 9, 1-3 mm. long. 

Central spines: Several, mostly 4, from 3-4 mm. long. 
Spines fill the areoles completely and the radial 
spines are difficult to distinguish from the central 
spines. 

DESCRIPTION OF FLOWER 

Noctural, length over all 5 cm.; when wide open, 3 
cm. across. 

Ovary: 12 mm. long, 10 mm. wide. 

Tube: 2.5 cm. long. 

Nectar chamber: 8 mm. long. 

Surface of ovary and tube: Green, ribbed, bearing very 
small triangular bracts. Short, dark brown wool 
extends from the axils of the bracts on the ovary 
and longer light brown wool along the tube, the 
longest near the base of the perianth segments. 

Outside perianth segments: 13, green, 6 mm. long, 4 
mm. wide at base, tapering to a sharp point, re- 
curved. 

Inside perianth segments: 13, greenish-white, pinkish 
tint, 9-10 mm. long, truncate, recurved. 

Stamens: White, attached to tube above nectar 
chamber ; 10-18 mm. long. 

Anthers: Cream-colored, 3 mm. long. 

Style: 3 cm. long, white. 

Stigma lobes: 7, cream-colored, 4 mm. long. 


Pilocereus glaucochrous Werdermann 
Location number 2-298-A 


The specimen, here illustrated, was imported 
as a small seedling in 1937 and flowered 
for the first time in 1941 and again in 1942 and 
1943. It is one of the smaller Brazilian species, 
adaptable for culture in containers, or in the 
open if climatic conditions permit. However, I 
suspect the species is rather tender to frost. It is 
very decorative, the young growth is quite glau- 
cous, covered with white, wool-like hairs form- 
ing a pleasing contrast to the reddish flowers. 
Specimens at the Huntington Gardens have 
proved to be very free flowering. It is therefore 
a most desirable plant for professional and 
amateur alike. The plant here shown is grow- 
ing in a light, porous soil with a southeastern 
exposure. The general cultural directions call 
for porous soil, in either full sun or partial 
shade. 


DESCRIPTION OF PLANT ILLUSTRATED 
Habit of growth: Center stem 50 cm. high; new 

growth quite glaucous; terminal covered with 

Jong, almost white, wool-like hairs. Matsre stems 


grayish green, about 5 cm. in diameter. Flowers 
appear on new growth. 

Ribs: 6, about 1 cm. high, divided by shallow, yet 
sharp grooves. 

Areoles: 1 cm. apart, 5 mm. in diameter, covered with 
yellowish felt. 

Spines: Straw-colored on new growth; dark gray on 
mature. 

Radial spines: 8-10, needle-like, 5-18 mm. long. 

Central spines: 3-4, somewhat stronger than the 
radials, 3-5 cm. long, the center one the longest. 

For full description of type species see Dr. Erich 
Werdermann’s ‘“‘Bluhende Sukkulenten’” Vol. III, 
page 25. 

DESCRIPTION OF FLOWER 

Length over all, 5 cm.; width across top, 2 cm. 

Ovary: Slightly compressed, smooth, brownish in 
color, 6 mm. long by 10 mm. in transverse 
diameter. 

Tube: Reddish brown, about 3.5 cm. long, nearly 
smooth, slightly constricted at the upper end of 
the nectar chamber. 

Outer perianth segments: Reddish, about 4 mm. long, 





Fic. 73. Pilocereus glaucochrous 
No, 2-298A 
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and nearly as broad at the base. 

Inner perianth segments: Similar in size but white 
with red tips. 

Stamens: White, short, filling the tube and throat 
above the nectar chamber, the latter extending 17 
mm. above ovary. 

Style: Thin, 2.5 cm. long, white. 

Stigma lobes: Cream-colored, 8 or 9 in number, about 
6 mm. long. 


Trichocereus terscheckii 
(Parmentier) Br. & R. 


This species flowered for the first time in Au- 
gust, 1943, although the specimen illustrated has 
been growing at the Huntington Gardens since 
1922. Its growth is extremely slow, almost as 
slow as Carnegia gigantea. 


DESCRIPTION OF FLOWER 

Length over all, 20 cm.; width, 14 cm. 

Tube and Ovary: 14 cm. long; green, covered with 
numerous, narrow, long, appressed bracts; axils 
contain many light brown silky hairs up to 2 cm. 
long, somewhat lighter in color on ovary. 

Outside perianth segments: 28 to 30, light brown, 3 to 
5 cm. long; 1 to 2 cm. broad. 

Inside perianth segments: About 25, mostly white, 
some with brownish tinge along center and 
terminal. About 7 cm. long, and about 3 cm. wide 
at their greatest width in the upper third, from 
there tapering to a sharp point. 

Filaments: In two sets, one attached to the lower half 
of the tube, 6 to 8 cm. long. Second set forms a 
collar attached to the top of the tube, 2.5 cm. 
long; all are white. 

Anthers: 3 mm. long, cream-colored. 

Style: 16 cm. long, 3 mm. thick, green at base, white 
near top. Sars 

Stigma lobes: 26, cream to greenish, 2 cm. long. 

Nectar chamber: Above ovary, 5 mm. long. 





Fic. 74. Trichocereus terscheckii (No. 2-678) Sep. 13, 1943. 





EPIPHYLLUMS 


A gift of Epiphyllums at Xmas time will provide a 
lasting pleasure. A great selection of colors may be 
had. Epiphyllums can be shipped by express to any 
point in the U. S. A. Nore: Catalog bulletins are 
free, charges are for illustrated catalogues only. 


VENTURA EPIPHYLLUM GARDENS 
153 McFarlane Dr. Ventura, California 


BLANC’S CATALOG—A rare item............. $15.00 
Van Laren’s “Succulents’’—original edition in Dutch 
$25.00 


WHAT KINDA CACTUS IZZAT? by Reg Manning, 
famous cartoonist of the Southwest. This 100 page 
book is packed with humorous cactus drawings which 
are based on hundreds of interesting facts. For amuse- 
ment and information, this book is unique. Ideal as a 
gift book for those who hate or enjoy cacti. Cloth 
BOX 101, PASADENA 


bound $1.30 post paid. 
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CULTURE IN OHIO 


November 1. It is said that misfortunes often come 
in pairs and it is so—found a postal card addressed 
to me in the yard while raking leaves. Dated October 
24th, announcing the auction of the cactus plants of 
the late Henry Poth, Mansfield, Ohio. Died October 
11, only a week after my last visit. Genial, friendly, 
humorous and a real cactophile. Today Lewis and 
Mary Ann Wahrer start for San Diego—two of the 
real folks that make up our Midwest Cactus and Suc- 
culent Society. Treat them kindly, California—Ohio 
need them, too—It’s your gain, our loss. Mrs. Bak- 
kers’ Knickerbocker Nursery is going to help them 
get established. Another cactus friendship put to the 
test and again found to work. 

November 3. Sunshining today but kept greenhouse 
closed. When I entered I couldn’t imagine where 
the Echinocereus reichenbachii-like perfume was com- 
ing from. Searched but couldn’t find any plant other 
than Mammillaria camptotricha variety senilis in 
bloom. Sure enough it had that perfume. Just my 
oversight and disbelief that any small blooms have 
that haunting fragrance found only in the cactus clan. 
I've had this variety bloom in my collection since 
1934, but it took me nine years to get acquainted. 


November 5. To water in winter or not to water in 
winter seems to be timely now. I’m often asked what 
do you do? I water my plants when dry, so does 
A. S. Harmer, Dieringer, Washington, who writes, 
“During hot weather, I give them all a good soaking 
with the hose every evening soon as the sun goes 
down and the same when I put them back in the 
greenhouse for the winter. I never have the tempera- 
ture over 50 degrees except during the day when the 
sun shines. I collected over 300 cactus on my trip 
in 1941 and made special notes on the conditions of 
these plants where they were growing. I noticed the 
difference when given a richer soil and water. The 
samples of soil I took I had tested at the experimental 
station near here. Most of the soil contained leafmold 
and rabbit ‘guano.’ I potted some of the plants in the 
same soil they were growing in when collected but 
gave them water when dry. They responded quickly— 
bloomed freely and had fine color. Under my treat- 
ment the Feros bloom nearly all summer instead of in 
the spring as they do in the desert. My Mammillarias 
flower many times during the summer also.”” I quote 
him because I have 71 plants from him which show 
me that he is not a rank amateur but a real grower 
of fine plants. 


November 7. Read Mildred Orpet’s “Succulents”’ 
Volume I, No. 4 of the BULLETIN—she believes that 
watering in winter is a necessity—‘‘More times than 
I can remember people have asked in amazement when 
they saw sprinklers in action among our cacti and 
succulents. ‘Why do you water these plants? Cacti 
grow in the desert and they never get any water there.’ 
To this the answer is two-fold: primarily succulent 
plants are built to resist drough, and as they have no 
lungs with which to exhale excess moisture, they 
should never be given too much water or allowed to 
stand in muck. On the other hand every living plant 


gets its nourishment in liquid solution and although 
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a drough-resistant plant will persist in living under 
circumstances in which every other form of plant life 
would perish, the cactus does not blossom as the rose 
except in the presence of moisture and you do not 
see cactus blossoms on the desert except following 
hard winter rains.’’ Again I say I water my plants 
during the winter months when my plants look dry. I 
also use a tepid bath of warm water from a sprinkling 
can to keep the plants clean. 

November 10. Letter from Graham Dimock, 
Kitchener, Ontario, with pictures of his collection 
housed on the front porch for the summer. He writes, 
“Some people think that small succulents and cacti 
are not representative of the family. This may be true 
to a great extent but it is a necessity in a window 
garden collection. Mine have improved the last two 
years due to richer soil, better light, and more regular 
watering.” I contend that fewer cacti would be lost 
if we realized these facts. 

November 11. Anthony Evanoski, Edwardsville, 
Pennsylvania, writes, “I'll never take my plants out 
of their pots again and set them in the open ground— 
no siree. I may, next year, plunge them into the 
ground with the pot but no other way. When I dug 
them out, worms, the kind they use for fish bait, were 
eating the bases of the plants.” He sent several pic- 
tures of his desert garden with Echinocereus rigidis- 
simus, Echinocactus horizonthalonius, Hamatocactus 
setispinus and Thelocactus bicolor in bloom—some of 
us Anthony, old boy, would let your particular angle- 
worms eat off the roots of our plants each year if they'd 
flower as yours have. 

November 15. R. N. Fiske, Warren, Ohio, sent me 
17 pictures of his plants and his cactus travels. Always 
a pleasure to add pictures to my collection from 
friends I've made through this fascinating hobby of 
ours. Thank you R. N. and you other cactus folks 
that have sent me pictures of plants, families and 
yourself. My “mug” appeared on the June, 1942 
JouRNAL—No need to tell you I’m a brunette,” is 
there? 

November 19. Gasoline rationing this date last 
year. Euphorbia splendens blooming profusely at 
school has only a few leaves but that doesn’t seem to 
bother its life cycle any. I have the pot set on gravel 
in an old green and brown jardinere. Pretty, you bet-— 
the roots are kept from completely drying out and do 
not get chilled by quick evaporation through the clay 
pot. I do not water it oftener than once a week now. 
Mesembryanthemum roseum in a small strawberry jar 
on one of the windows supplies cuttings for my 
young collectors. 

November 22. Got several new cuttings today. 
Dipped each of them in ‘“‘wettable sulphur’ and after 
filling several pots with regular potting soil I scooped 
out a pocket in each—filled same with sterilized sand 
(heated to 250 degrees for four hours—then cooled). 
In this I put the cutting just slightly below the sur- 
face of the sand. No possible chance of decay with 
sulphur and sterilized sand. This treatment gives the 
cuttings a good running start when I begin watering 
them towards spring. They root out through the sand 
into the soil and there is no need of transplanting. I 
don’t, however, recommend this for thinner types. I 
use the sterilized sand box method for these. 

November 25. Rhipsalis houlettiana through bloom- 
ing—started October 28. Checked my Exphorbia 
tirucalli—nope—won't help the rubber shortage. 
Better depend upon those in Africa, I guess. The 
largest I have ever seen was in the greenhouse of the 
late Henry Poth. It was more than eleven feet tall and 
about the same in circumference. 

November 28. The last Glottiphyllum linguiformis 
bloom has closed—bloomed off and on all summer. I 
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keep the three headed plant in a medium sized pot of 
ly coarse sand and Yy rich garden soil and humus. 
I learned it doesn’t like watering too well, so I keep 
it always on the dry side but setting on moist sand 
during the spring and summer. It looks rather dried 
up by spring but I resume watering and it soon regains 
its lush green turgid look. Dr. Machwart calls it the 
“African dandelion.” 


November 30. Have my Echinocereus caespitosus, 
reichenbachii, perbella and pectinatus in west window 
of living room. Double glassed, sunshine, and stays 
cool which is good treatment for these “‘spring 
beauties.’’ Water enough to keep them healthy but 
don’t want to wake them up too soon. 


Culture Cues for December 

1. Keep Christmas cactus sprayed with tepid water. 
Give water to keep roots moist but not too wet until 
blooms are through and spring growth resumes. Keep 
out of draughs. 

2. Check temperatures frequently. Don’t throw 
away coal. Keep 50 to 55 degrees night temperatures. 

3. See that all succulents have light and more light 
to avoid etiolation. 

4. Lengthen the day at both ends with artificial 
light to encourage those shy winter bloomers from 
down-under. (Their summer is our winter.) 

5. Stop frequent watering of late growers. 

6. While plants are dry “nicofuge” to control in- 
sect pests. 

7. Check plants stored in basement for pests. 

8. Check, arrange and spray collection. 

9. Give special attention to the following that have 
bloomed in December in past years—cactus: Zygo- 
cactus truncatus; Hatiora salicornioides; Schlum- 
bergera ruselliana; Lepismium commune; Rhipsalis 


houlletiana; Mammillaria camptotricha and variety 
senilis. Succulents: Euphorbia cereiformis, obesa, 
splendens; Echeveria “retusa’’ a hybrid, pulvinata; 
Sanseveria cylindrica; Crassula pseudolycopioides ; 
Cereopegia woodii; Bryophyllum tubiflorum; Kleinia 
articulata and Senecio stapeliiformis. 


FROM AMBOY, ILLINOIS 


Prof. Arthur Blocher reports that his Opuntia elata 
fruit that he rooted 18 months ago has attained 12 
inches in height and 14 inches across and has 10 
“pads.” This fruit was planted in a four-inch pot and 
was not forced in any way. This proves that a speci- 
men plant can be grown in a temperate climate within 
a short time. The experimenters (see page 112, 
July, 1943, JouRNAL) award Prof. Blocher the Golden 
Trophy! for the largest plant thus far reported. 


Mrs. Kullrich of Shelton, Washington, flowers 
Echinopsis in a four-inch pot. She also has flowered 
some interesting Stapelias as her photos prove. 


L. O. Ollason of 45 Hurstville Rd., Hurstville 
Grove, N. S. W., Australia, invites any of our armed 
forces to visit him and look over his collection. If we 
could get word to the boys, we are sure that some 
of our JOURNAL readers would accept his kind offer. 


When writing to the JOURNAL office please indicate 
your postal zone number so that we can correct our 
mailing list as fast as possible. 


The December issue will be a surprise number that 
you will enjoy. The index for Vol. XV will be in- 
serted in the January issue with binding instructions. 
We are fortunate to have materials on hand to see the 
JOURNAL through the war. Let's pull together. 


Notes on Haworthias 


By J. R. BRowNn 


Haworthia cymbiformis, Haw. Syn. (1812) 
93; Bak. in Journ. Linn. Soc. XVIII (1880) 
209; Berger in Pflanzenr. IV. 38. (1908) 
101, non fig. 33A; Uitewaal in Cact. en 
Vetpl. II (1936) 153, photo; Poelln. in 
Repert. Sp. Nov. XLIV (1938) 229, XLV 
(1938) 165.—Aloe cymbiformis, Sims in 
Bot. Mag. t. 802—Aloe cymbaefolia, Salm- 
Dyck, Monogr. (1836-63) sect. XI. fig. 1. 


Plant 7.5-10 cm. in diam., very proliferous 
from the base. 


Leaves pale glaucous green, obovate, acute, 
ending in a very short point, smooth, entire, 
2.5-4 cm. long, 2-2.5 cm. wide, face of leaves 
slightly concave, back rounded and lightly keeled 
in the upper part, the somewhat pellucid tips 
with many indistinctly uniting darker green 
lines. 

Peduncle simple, 30 cm. and more tall, includ- 
ing the raceme. Pedicels 3-6 mm. long, the 
ovate-deltoid bracts a little longer. Perianth 16- 
18 mm. long. 


Type locality unknown. 

Introduced to cultivation by Masson in 1795. 

Haw. cymbiformis Haw. is quite often con- 
fused, in America at least, with Haw. cus pidata, 
Haw. This is no doubt due, in most cases, to the 
fig. shown by Berger, l.c. which is very evidently 
a fig. of Haw. cuspidata, Haw. Uitewaal, l.c. 
gives quite a lengthy discussion about this con- 
fusing fig. which need not be repeated here, as 
Haw. cymbiformis, Haw. is well figured in sev- 
eral of the old works describing these plants. 

Haw. cymbiformis is at once distinct from 
Haw. cuspidata by the face of the leaf towards 
the tip being incurved, never recurved. 

The plant shown in the illustration of this 
Haworthia was grown outdoors, as if grown 
under glass the peduncle would have been too 
elongated to show the plant in flower. 

It flowers in So. California during April and 
May. 

In recent times this plant has been recorded 
from Somerset Distr.; Albany Distr. ; Port Eliza- 
beth Distr. ; Graaff Reinet. 
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Fic. 75. Haworthia cymbiformis Haw., nat. size. 
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AFFILIATE NOTES 
Mail your news items monthly to Mrs. Maybelle Place, 645 W. 40 Place, Los Angeles 37. 


The Cactus and Other Succulent League of Oakland, 
California, held the October meeting in the Gibson 
Studio, 2185 Shattuck Avenue. The group was indeed 
fortunate to have Dr. T. Harper Goodspeed, Professor 
of Botany at the University of California, as guest 
speaker; he gave an interesting lecture on the ‘Desert 
and Highlands of Peru and Chile.’ During his lec- 
ture, he showed kodachrome slides taken during his 
trip in these regions. Needless to say that everyone 
present enjoyed the travelog. 


The Southwest Cactus Growers met at the garden of 
Mr. and Mrs. Rush where two fine collections of 
Echeverias and Sedums were on display. It was Ques- 
tion and Answer Review of the three previous talks on 
Sedums, which brought out an interesting discussion. 
So many old members and friends dropped in, it was 
like Home Week. 


Heart of America Cactus and Succulent Society held 
no meetings during August and September. It was de- 
cided to have another plant contest. It will be an- 
other growing contest, this time of succulents. A chart 
to be kept on watering, feeding, potting mixture, new 
starts or if plant dies. The club Bulletin had a fine 
article on ‘Propagation by Grafting” by E. R. Espen- 
laub. 


From the Henry Shaw Cactus Society ‘Cactus Di- 
gest”: Mr. and Mrs. Frank, ‘Last month we men- 
tioned seeing so many nice Christmas Cacti (Zygo- 
cactus truncatus) on our trip in the country when we 
were on our vacation. We brought with us quite a 
number of cuttings. The country folks told us to root 
them in water; we could hardy believe that, but we 
tried it; half of the cuttings were put in water, the 
other half in sand and peat. To our surprise, those in 
water not only rooted much faster, but also much better 
than those in peat and sand. We potted them all and 
will see what happens.”” From Mr. Kropp, Editor of 
the Digest, “Sunday, Sept. 26th, was a very busy day 
around the Editor’s home as he brought the cactus col- 
lection indoors. The pots are usually set in the 
ground up to rims in a semi-shady place early in 
spring, which means that each pot must be scrubbed 
with a brush so they are clean enough to bring into 
the house; however, I find this to be a pretty good 
idea, because they are not only cleaned, but given a 
pretty good inspection for mealy bugs, ants, spiders and 
what have you. To me the sad part about bringing 
them in is the fact that they are just getting nice and 
plump and really ready to go to town, when they 
have to be taken up. My Epiphyllum cuttings, which 
I purchased last spring certainly did a bang-up job of 
growing, as all of them have more than doubled their 
original size and I believe I will have some blooms 
next year.” 


Long Beach Cactus Club decided to meet indoors for 
the winter, having an evening supper with the meeting 
to follow. No speaker was given for October. 


Amateur Cactus and Succulent Society of British 
Columbia reports: ‘The following is a review of the 
activities of this Society during the year. Outside 


speakers gave us talks on fertilizers, soils, pests, and 
insecticides, also on succulents. If we were unable to 
secure a speaker one of the members would read a 
paper based on one of the different groups of cacti. 
Among the speakers were Mr. Cudmore of the Canad- 
ian Industries, Ltd., a large Chemical and Fertilizer 


Co., and Mr. Schwantje of the Vancouver Natural 
History Society. During the April, June and August 
meetings, after the lesson there was an auction sale of 
plants—all monies derived went into the funds of the 
Society. During the summer months visits were made 
to the collection of different members. On June 25 
and 26, the Society staged a showing of plants at the 
South Vancouver Horticultural Society flower show 
where the members placed over 350 plants before the 
public; members of the Society were in attendance 
during the day and evening and were kept busy answer- 
ing questions “‘on the queer plants’ as they were called 
by many. Oct. 15 marked the end of our year with a 
general meeting, election and installation of officers. 
I am sure it will be voted a very successful year. This 
Society extends a hearty invitation to any members of 
the clubs in California or any of the other States to 
attend our meetings if in Vancouver, where I know 
they will receive a most cordial welcome,” R. G. Shaw, 
Secretary-Treasurer. 


Southern California Cactus Exchange will hold a 
meeting at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Rush, 820 W. 
115th St., December 12, 1943, 1 p. m. The Exchange 
wishes all members and friends who read this an- 
nouncement to try and be there. After the election of 
officers for the coming year there will be a regular 
get-together on plans for next year. Try to be there. 


Mr. Cooper, Secretary of the Cactus and Succulent 
Society of Southern Rhodesia, reports that the South- 
ern Rhodesia government has declared “Evanswigg,” 
the comprehensive garden of Dr. Basil Christian, a 
National Monument. This garden is said to contain 
the finest collection of Aloes in the world. Dr. Christ- 
ian is the authority on the sub-tropical Aloes while our 
friend Dr. Reynolds works on the Aloes south of the 
Limpopo. 








October Ist we received a visit from Sgt. Robert 
Rose, who is stationed with his contingent somewhere 
out in the Mojave Desert. Sgt. Rose is a past president 
of the ‘Heart of America Cactus Club,’’ Kansas City, 
Mo. It was rather short notice but we were able with 
the aid of Homer Rush, to show the Sgt. three or four 
of our representative gardens of Cacti and Succulents 
of Southwest Los Angeles. We enjoyed our visit with 
him and we hope that he can come again soon. 


The mid-west Society met at the home of Mr. 
and Mrs. F. N. Hinckley. A discussion based on 
“Diseases of Succulents’ by H. Rudolph was of inter- 
est to cactophiles. Members were requested to report 
remedies for succulent diseases. From their Bulletin 
SPINE Tips: “Aporocactus flagelliformis from Peru 
was taken to England in 1690.” “‘Selenicereus mac- 
donaldiae from Honduras first flowered at Kew Gar- 
dens in 1851.” 


FOR RENT: A new five room furnished home on the 
desert (paved highway) in northeast corner of San 
Diego County in Little Borego Valley for rent $60 
a month, October to May. Located on a 180 acre 
site of real desert land; wonderful climate, warm 
sunshine dry air, ideal spot for artist, writer, or just 
lover of desert. Water from own well, shower 
bath, toilet, butane gas, outdoor barbecue pit. No 
telephone, no electricity. Many interesting historical 
spots near by. Peace, contentment, rest, relaxation, 

= D. C. Kemp, 607 S. Hill St., Los Angeles, 
alif. 
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My story, ‘The Life-Saving Barrel Cactus—Myth 
or Fact?’’ which recently was published in the October 
issue of the Missouri Botanical Garden Bulletin, may 
or may not displease some of my friends who blatantly 
proclaim that bisnaga juice is worthless as a drink. 
The story was written with deliberation and in no way 
was meant to cast aspersions on those who consider 
the life-saving qualities of the barrel cacti as pure 
myth. The purpose behind the narrative was to give 
due credit where it rightfully belongs. Should any of 
the readers have a chance to read the article they will 
immediately realize that I am not too enthusiastic 
about the juice, yet on the other hand will note my 
firm conviction that in time of stress it can be used as 
an emergency drink; and in this, its rightful role, it has 
all the excellent qualities that have ever been ascribed 
to it. 





Eureka! Water at last! 


It should be remembered that bisnagas cannot store 
water unless it is available to them. If it does not rain 
for long periods it is highly improbable that the 
“stored water’’ within the vegetable barrels would pro- 
duce an appreciable quantity of free juice as perhaps 
following rains. In times as that, in order to get the 
juice, the individual will have to chew the pulp. My 
story brings forth two notable men, Dr. Daniel T. 
MacDougal, an eminent desert scientist, and Marshal 
South, a modern desert wanderer, both of whom have 
sampled bisnaga juice on many occasions and whose 
veracity cannot be doubted. Dr. MacDougal formerly 
was engaged in the activities of the New York Botani- 
cal Garden and also was a past Director of the Desert 
Laboratory at Tucson, one of the ten departments of 
the Carnegie Institution of Washington. It was Dr. 
MacDougal who took the photograph of a Papago 
Indian drinking water from a decapitated bisnaga and 
which my good friend, Bill Marshall,* dubbed “the 
most famous fake picture of the barrel cactus and its 
water supply.” It is my firm belief that Dr. MacDougal 
and Dr. Frederick Coville, two eminent scientists who 
had many years of desert experience and, who in 1903 
were a special committee appointed by the Executive 
Committee of the Carnegie Institution to select a loca- 
tion in which a Desert Laboratory might be established, 
would dare publish a photo which later might be 
dubbed a “fake.” 


———~ 


It will not be necessary to tell you about Marshal 
South. Those of you who are interested in desert folks 
have already run across his name, I’m sure. It was in 
1931 that Marshal and Tanya South fled civilization 
to live in the desert like the Indians of old. Their 
adventures have been published as a sort of diary in the 
Desert Magazine for several years. It was from Mr. 
South that I received some very valuable information 
in regards the barrel cacti. 

It is my wish to bring the experiences of another 
notable personage before you. This gentleman is Rob- 
ert H. Peebles, associated agronomist at the U. S. Field 
Station, Sacaton, Arizona, who also believes that the 
juice of the barrel cactus can be drunk in case of neces- 
sity to assuage thirst. Incidentally, he has resorted to 
Ferocactus Lecontei on several occasions when out of 
water and suffering from thirst. To Peebles bisnaga 
juice lacks any particular flavor, yet others have de- 
scribed it as sweet, bitter, salty, flat, etc., depending 
greatly no doubt upon the individual's inherited taste 
for these various flavors. Although the juice of the 
barrel cactus is far from being the best in the world, 
it can be a life-saver and in time of stress it will taste 
mighty good. 

7 * * 

Myrtle Akins’ interest in cacti started back in the 
spring of 1938. Although she has always had some 
hobbies, none of them have given her as complete a 
satisfaction until she took up cacti collecting, raising 
and studying. Her hobby began with a 50c package 
of mixed cactus seeds. When about 100 seedlings of 
various shapes and sizes made their appearance, all 
other hobbies were relegated to the background; but 
when she acquired a mature Echinocereus and it burst 
forth with large purple flowers, from then on she be- 
came one of those incurable cactus “nuts” that only 
our hobby can produce. At first, Mrs. Akins kept her 
plants on the back porch with storm sash on two sides 
as a partial protection against wind and rain. How- 
ever, she was not satisfied completely with this arrange- 
ment because the plants did not respond as she felt 
they should. The only answer in her mind was a 
greenhouse. Thus hubby was induced to build one in 
the spring of 1941. The result is a 9x12 inch cel-o- 
glass lean-to on the south side of the house, where 
about 500 plants representing 40 genera are housed. 
Naturally, this Chicago cactus fan is proud of her 
collection, for since she has the greenhouse, her plants 
appear clean, show a fairly normal growth and pro- 
duce a goodly number of blossoms. 


*Epitor’s Note: It was the Editor of the BULLETIN, 
not Bill Marshall, who gave this picture its provoca- 
tive caption. The reason? Being in sound health and 
average mind, and not dying from thirst, Ye Editor 
worked on a 5 foot Ferocactus acanthodes for two 
hours and has yet to see anything but slimy pulp in 
these fountains of the desert. We agree with all the 
others, ““We have no use for the stuff’ and when Lad 
comes to California we will find one large enough for 
him to demonstrate bathing in one. Any time you can 
scoop up two handsful of juice I'll drink these words, 
Lad. In the meantime it’s a swell story. 
S. E. H. 
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SPECIAL THIS MONTH, $1.00 POSTPAID 


Three Kalanchoes as follows: K. aleurodes (new 
import), K. scandens, K. uniflora. 

For Xmas gifts special till Jan. 1, postpaid: 
Cephalocereus senilis (old man of Mexico), 20 in., 
$7.50; 7-in., $1.50; 9-in., $2.00; 11-in., $3.00; 16-in. 
$5.00. 

Mamamillaria hahniana (old lady of Mexico), 2-in. 
$1.00. wigve 

Ferocactus coloratus (dark red spines), $2.00. 

Five selected Haworthias (do well in the house), 
$1.00. 

Five selected Gasterias (do well in the house), $1.00 


Free illustrated catalog No. 6 
Californians 3 Percent tax, please 


KNICKERBOCKER NURSERY 
6065 Broadway, San Diego 2, Calif. 


COOVER’S 
2000 So. Summerlin, Orlando, Florida 


Small unique plants to enlarge your collection at 
popular prices, postage prepaid. 

Just right for unusual dish gardens and window 
gardens, and lovely for gifts to friends: 

12 assorted cacti and succulents.............. $1.00 
20 larger sizes and different species.......... $2.00 
Extra choice novelty collection.......... 20 for $3.00 

All Cacti or all Succulents, selected in above, if 
preferred. 

Hairy Cacti, 5 for $100. Choice Mexican Cacti, 10 
for $1.00. Larger rarer species, 10 for $3.00. 

Novelty ‘Christmas Trees,” etc., Assorted Portu- 
lacaria afra, Sedum multiceps, Crassula tetragona, 
Bryophyllum houghtonii, Sedum guatamalense, 10 for 
$1.00; Larger, 5 for $100. Free: 68 page booklet, 
“Cacti and Succulents, and How to Grow Them,” 
with each $3.00 order. 

Special Conservatory Specimen: One (1) Large 10 
inch “Golden Ball” Echinocactus grusonii in pertect 
condition with its glorious, showy golden spines, 
$20.00 value . . . Special $12.00, express paid. 


SPECIAL BARGAINS 


Bromeliads—Billbergia nutans, 10c; B. distachia, 
30c; B. rubro-cynea, 30c; Acmea calyculata, 35c; also 
Heurnia primulina, 15c; Echeveria  rosea-grandis 
crests, 15c; E. leucotricha, 15c; E. pulvinata, 15c; E. 
expatria, 5c; E. gibbiflora flammea, 10c; E. runyoni 
macabeana, 15c; E. doris taylor, 15c; E. turgida, 15c; 
Aconium canariensis, 5c; Kleinia pendula, 10c. 

Prepaid on orders of $1.00 or more 


CHARLES L. CASS NURSERY 
2229 Erie Street, San Diego 10, California 


EPIPHYLLUMS. To dispose of all of my fine plants, 
I offer 12 to 15 in. cuts of well known Epiphyllums at 
10c and 20c. No order less than $2. Express collect. 
Large plants $1.00 to $1.50. F.O.B. Los Angeles. 
Greatest opportunity to start a large collection. H. 
M. Wegener, 1190 Leighton Ave., Los Angeles. 


“THE CACTACEAE” 

The four volume Deluxe reprint contains 1048 
pages 9x12 inches, 127 one-color reproductions from 
the original colored plates and 1120 additional illustra- 
tions of cacti. 

It also gives 7800 cactus names, descriptions, keys, 
indexes and thousands of synonyms. It is the only 
monograph on cacti in English and is the most com- 
plete work ever published. 

The present price of $50.00 also includes the 
Marshall-Bock volume which brings the work up to 
date. Write for more details and free catalog of 
cactus and other succulent books. 

“BOOK-MARK” 


825 Elyria Drive Los Angeles, Calif. 


COMMERCIAL DEALERS 


QUALITY HILL CACTUS HOME 

CACTUS AND SUCCULENTS 

559 Evanston Ave. Kansas City, Mo 
FITZPATRICK’S CACTUS GARDENS 

CACTUS AND SUCCULENT PLANTS, RETAIL 

Route 3 Edinburg, Texas 
KNICKERBOCKER NURSERY 

CACTI AND SUCCULENTS 

6065 Broadway San Diego, Calif. 
VENTURA EPIPHYLLUM GARDENS 

EPIPHYLLUMS 

153 McFarlane Drive Ventura, Calif. 
J. C. RUTENSCHROER FLORAL COMPANY 

WHOLESALE CACTI AND SUCCULENTS 

West Price Hill Cincinnati, Ohio 
KENNEDY’S CACTUS GARDEN 

WHOLESALE CACTI AND SUCCULENTS 

1765 Stanley Ave. Long Beach, Calif. 
F. I. CARTER & SONS 

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL GROWERS OF CACTI AND 

SUCCULENTS 

Tewksbury Massachusetts 
TEGELBERG CACTUS & SUCCULENT GARDENS 

WHOLESALE AT NURSERY ONLY 

600 West Kelso St. Inglewood, Calif. 
HOWARD E. GATES—Famous Cactus Gardens 

CACTI AND SUCCULENTS—STRICTLY WHOLESALE 

P. O. Box 247 Corona, Calif. 
ALBERT AROZENA NURSERY 

WHOLESALE GROWERS CACTI AND SUCCULEN'S 

1518 E. Rosecrans Compton, Calif. 
TEXAS CACTUS GROWERS 

WHOLESALE MEXICAN AND U. S. CACTI 

Box 1325 Laredo, Texas 
CACTUS PETE 

CACTI, SUCCULENTS, AND EPIPHYLLUMS 

5440 Valley Blvd. Los Angeles, Calif. 
COOVER’S CACTUS COLLECTION 

CACTI AND SUCCULENTS 

2018 S. Summerlin Orlando, Florida 
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AND 
SUCCULENTS 


Ask for our new 1943 plant and 
seed catalog. Enclose 10c to cover 
cost and deduct from first order. 


R. W. KELLY 
Box 235-C, Temple City, Calif. 
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SPECIAL OFFER 


Beautiful specimens and showplants of many kinds 
and sizes. In spite of the high wages and material we 
offer our plants at the former prices. Ask for list. 

Collections of Mexican cacti: Blooming sizes with 
one crest included mailed free: 

100 different plants.......... . $25.00 
50 different plants........... $13.00 


Write to your Dept. of Agriculture for forms for the 
importation of cacti from Mexico. There is no charge. 
Epitor’s Note: We have examined the correspond- 
ence from the Mexican Government and note that Mr. 
Schmoll holds the Export Permit of Mexico. S. E. H. 

FERDINAND SCHMOLL 
(Citizen of Mexico and Member of Cactus Society) 
Cadereyta, Quo., Mexico 


The December Journal will be a Surprise Issue 





